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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


LIBRARY SURVEY BY FRENCH GOVERNMENT 


LLE. LE DocTEUR GENEVIEVE GENTY, Librarian of the Acadé- 

mie de Médecine, is one of four librarians sent to this country 

by the French Government to make a survey of American medical 

institutions. She recently spent two weeks in Washington observing 
processes and methods at the Army Medical Library. 

Mlle. Genty received her M.D. degree at the Académie de 
Médecine in 1943. Formerly with the Swiss Red Cross, she went to 
Germany with UNRRA in February, 1946, to aid displaced peoples. 
While there, she visited and treated many refugees in concentration 
camps. 


COLONEL GARDNER, DIRECTOR OF A.M.L. RECEIVES 
CITATION 


Major General Norman T. Kirk, The Surgeon General, U. S. 
Army, recently cited Colonel Gardner for his “exceptional service 
and outstanding contribution as officer in charge of the distinguished 
party of Brigadier General Florencio de Abreu, Surgeon General of 
the Brazilian Army, and his staff, during their tour of the United 
States as guests of the Nation on an extended visit.” Wearing of the 
accompanying Army Commendation Ribbon has been authorized 


by The Secretary of War. 
A.M.A. CONTRIBUTION 


Again the American Medical Association has generously con- 
tributed a large group of periodicals to the Library. This quantity 
of surplus journals, weighing over two tons, will do much to fill the 
gaps in the Library’s 1934 periodical holdings. Issues not in the 
Library’s collection will be added; duplicates will be turned over to 
the Duplicate Exchange where they will be listed for the Medical 
Library Association Exchange. 


SHELFLIST PROJECT COMPLETED 
One of the tasks recommended in 1944 by the Survey Com- 
mittee of the Army Medical Library was the creation of a shelf- 
list of the Library’s holdings. The first listing completed was of 
137,281 monographs. The second undertaking was the sorting and 
shelflisting of some 71,000 medical items contained in 1515 pamphlet 








2 JUNE, 1946 


SS 











boxes and cases stored in the Library’s basement. This project which 
was under the direction of Miss Gladys Ramsey has also been 
completed. 

The entire shelflist is now in the process of being photodupli- 
cated, to become a temporary author catalog. This will later be 
replaced by a permanent catalog. 


“THE VALUE OF BOOKS” 


The Library’s Director, Colonel Gardner, likes to take every 
opportunity to bring the Library’s services to the attention of the 
public. In a recent hour devoted to “The Value of Books” at the 
Coolidge High School, Washington, D. C., he drew a number of 
very interesting contrasts between American and European libraries, 

Colonel Gardner will speak in Boston before the Biological 
Sciences Group at the Special Libraries Association annual meeting, 
14 June 1946, about “The Army Medical Library.” 


DR. SEIDELL CONTINUES WORK ON PARIS MICROFILM 
SERVICES 


Dr. Atherton Seidell, A.M.L. Consultant, has returned to Paris 
to resume his work of setting up microfilm services for the exchange 
of medical literature. His efforts are directed toward the establish- 
ment of international documentation in medical bibliography. 

A microfilm service has been started at the Institut Pasteur, and 
he is now setting up a similar service for the Ecole de Médecine of the 
University of Paris. To achieve the best results, Dr. Seidell has de- 
veloped cameras especially adapted to microfilm copying in libraries. 
He will remain in Paris for the next four months. 


FREDERICK LUDWIG HOFFMAN 


The recent death of Frederick Ludwig Hoffman in San Diego 
during his eightieth year, brings to mind the realization that the 
Library’s collection of vital statistics is largely the result of this one 
man’s lifework. 

Dr. Hoffman was born in Germany in 1865. He came to the 
United States when he was nineteen and subsequently became asso- 
ciated with the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, the Life 
Insurance Company of Virginia, and later served as the consulting 
statistician of the Prudential Insurance Company. It was during his 
term of service with the Prudential from 1894-1935, that the col- 
lection of vital statistics was formed. It was presented to the 
Library in 1922 while Major General Robert E. Noble was Librarian. 
Included are over 50,000 bound volumes on medicine, vital statistics 
and the cognate sciences, in addition to a very large number of 
pamphlets, reprints, manuscripts, and clippings. 
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Dr. Hoffman was a prolific contributor to periodicals and a 
writer of brochures and books, covering a broad range of medical 
subjects. He was also an active member of many medical societies 
and is credited with the founding of the American Cancer Society. 


THE MISSING MONOGRAPH 


As you come up the stairs to the Library, you will see Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr. Watson hard at work sleuthing on a medical mys- 
tery. In the form of amusing cut-outs, a display “The Missing 
Monograph” serves to illustrate in a light and entertaining manner 
one of many methods employed by the Library in tracking down 
a desirable item. 

The Library carries on a very extensive acquisition program to 
keep its collections up to date. During 1946, the goal is the addition 
of some 60,000 pieces to a collection which already includes over 
1,000,000 volumes. The selection and purchase of each of these 
presents a problem often quite suitable for the mind of a Sherlock 
Holmes. The distribution of the material obtained is also graphically 
illustrated. Dr. Watson speaks for the first time when he learns that 
“during the past year, 557,102 feet of microfilm, representing over 
six million pages of medical literature, has been sent to medical instal- 
lations, doctors, and scientists in every corner of the globe.” He 
finds this fact “amazing” and so do we. 


HISTOPATHOLOGY OF STARVATION 


The Library has recently provided literature for research on 
the histopathology of starvation. Captain Earl B. Wert of the Army 
Institute of Pathology is working on this project which is based on 
a study of various organs of the bodies of sixty patients who died 
as a result of starvation at the German prison camp at Dachau. 

This will form part of the exhibit which the Army Institute 
of Pathology is preparing for The Surgeon General to be shown at 
the American Medical Association annual meeting in San Francisco 
this July. 

LIBRARY VISITORS 

The Army Medical Library’s Register of Visitors for the past 
month contains several names of medical interest from outside the 
United States. These include Teniente Coronel Ramon del Villar, 
M.C., of Mexico City, and Miss Agnes Lothian, Librarian of the 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain. 

Dr. Paul Banzet of Paris, well known authority on gastrectomy, 
was recently the guest of Surgeon General Norman T. Kirk. He 
also visited the Library and was surprised and pleased to discover 
his own and his father’s graduation theses in the collection. 
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A prominent member of the French Underground, Dr. Banzet 
was of great assistance to Major General Paul R. Hawley in the ETO, 
In a talk at the monthly meeting at the Army Medical Center, he 
spoke of the “degrading and restricting controls” imposed on the 
people of Paris during the occupation. He said that, “although the 
possession of a radio was a serious offense, the French were constantly 
in touch with the United States by shortwave. Word of the land- 
ings in Normandy spread instantly. The day before the Americans 
arrived, while Paris was still under German control, the French threw 
open their wi.:dows and sang the Marseillais. That night they were 
still slaves; with the light of dawn they were free.” 


IN SYMPATHY 
The Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library ex- 
press their sympathy to Mr. Geoffrey Keynes in the untimely death 
of his brother, Lord Keynes, shortly after his return from the Savan- 
nah Monetary Conference where he had been attempting to clarify 
the complex financial structure in the relationships of Great Britain 
and the United States. 


COLONEL LUCKE RETURNS TO U. OF P. 


MEDICAL SCHOOL 
Colonel Balduin Lucké, Honorary Consultant to the Army 
Medical Library and formerly Deputy Director in charge of research 
at the Army Institute of Pathology, has resumed his position as Pro- 
fessor of Pathology at the University of Pennsylvania. 


BUTTER 

For the gourmet suffering from the current butter shortage we 
offer these remarks from Health’s Improvement, (London 1746) by 
“that ever famous” Thomas Moffet. A.M.L.’s Rare Book Collection 
in Cleveland has the original. 

“Tt [butter] is best at Breakfast, tolerable in the beginning of 
Dinner, but at Supper no way good, because it hindereth Sleep, and 
sendeth up unpleasant Vapours to annoy the Brain, according to 
the old Proverb, ‘Butter is Gold in the Morning, Silver at Noon, 
and Lead at Night.’ It is also best for Children whilst they are grow- 
ing, and for old Men when they are declining; but very unwhole- 
some betwixt those two Ages, because through the Heat of young 
Stomachs, it is forthwith converted into Choler. Weak Stomachs 
are to eschew all fat, oily, and buttered Meats, especially when they 
swim in Butter.... The Dutchmen have a By-verse amongst them 
to this Effect: 

Eat Butter first, and eat it last, 
And live till a hundred Years be past... .” 











